
Work Experience/Volunteering at Paradise Park 
 
Paradise Park is a wildlife sanctuary that maintains a range of animals; specialising in birds 
as well as otters, red squirrels, red pandas and some farm animals. The Park has an 
exceptional local, national and international reputation and has achieved many breeding 
successes and conservation achievements.  
 
The Animal Care Staff at the Park consist of three sections – Parrots, Softbills & Shows. 
During your work experience, you will be rotated from one section to the other as the 
occasion demands. Working on the ‘Parrot’ section means you will help with all the tasks 
related to the Parrots and on ‘Softbills,’ you will undertake tasks with the other livestock 
within the Park. If you are a longer-term volunteer, you may gain the opportunity to work 
with the Shows team. 
 
Your role will consist of shadowing a member of the Animal Care Staff and helping to feed, 
clean and water the livestock. You will be expected to wash up food & water dishes, clean 
enclosures, sort fruit and stack food and help to keep the kitchen area clean and tidy.   
 
ALL work at the Park is ‘hands-on’. As a volunteer, you will not be expected to feed or 
water any species that is aggressive, liable to abandon young through disturbance or 
escape. You will be supervised whilst you work and will not be allowed to work alone until 
staff are satisfied that you can perform all tasks in a safe and reliable manner. It is the 
responsibility of each trainee to work to the best of their ability, listen to instructions and, if 
unsure, ask their supervisor. Bearing in mind the conservation value of our birds and 
mammals, the job carries a high degree of responsibility and this must be borne in mind at 
all times when entering and exiting enclosures. Be prepared to work outdoors in all 
weather conditions and dress appropriately. Footwear should be steel-capped wellington 
boots or steel-capped waterproof boots. Wear practical and comfortable clothing that you 
don’t mind getting dirty and/or wet. 
 
Paradise Park is a large site, and usually involves a great deal of walking during a normal 
working day. Please make sure you are reasonably fit, and if you have any health 
problems relevant to the post such as back problems, asthma, allergies etc. please discuss 
this before taking up the post.   
   
Some of the routine feeding tasks at the Park will involve handling meat, fish, day old 
chicks, rats, mice and live insects. Very few of our animals and birds are ‘domesticated’, or 
‘pets’, and are therefore capable of biting, scratching, kicking etc. Please make sure that 
you are comfortable around birds and animals before progressing with your application. 
 
Whilst working at the Park you will be in close contact with the general public who may ask 
you questions about your work. If you do not know the answer to a question from the 
public, be polite, explain that you are a volunteer and direct them to a full-time staff 
member. 
 
Please make sure that you are fully vaccinated against Tetanus. 
 



If you are intending to become a volunteer rather than applying for an educational work 
placement then we need two written references to accompany your application and these 
should include contact details. Please send these alongside your application form. 
  
We need all applicants to be well-organised as we have limited time to set up these 
placements. There may be times when we cannot take applications due to other 
commitments as a wildlife centre and busy visitor attraction.     
 
 

 


